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Part 1:  Staff, Student Leaders, and General Band Information 
1.1   Director’s 2010-2011 Welcome Message 

 
Welcome Band Students and Parents!  
 
I am honored to be a part of a program that has such strong support from students and parents. 
This year will be exciting for all of us, and I look forward to working with all of the new and returning 
members.   
 
We all know that everything seems a bit overwhelming at first—that’s completely normal!  Band is a 
little scary at first for beginners, but everyone determines that it is totally worth the challenges.  
 
Here is a brief overview of our daily band schedule during the school year: 
 

¶ Students will continue to report to class at 6:30 a.m. for zero hour every morning.  

¶ Zero hour is 6:30 a.m. to 7:20 a.m.  This year, band is zero hour and first period.  

¶ First period is Monday and Wednesday from 7:30 to 9:15 a.m.  

¶ On Friday, 1st period is 7:30 to 8:20 a.m. 
 
If you have any questions about our program, please feel free to contact me or any of our Band 
Booster officers, or check our website for more information:  ahsmightybulldogband.org. 
 
The fall semester emphasizes the excellence of our Marching Band. Our performances include 
home football games, selected away games, and several marching competitions.  After marching 
season, we focus on our outstanding Concert Band.  In addition, members of the Albuquerque 
High Band may also distinguish themselves through individual efforts in All-State auditions, Jazz 
Band, Winter Drumline, Solo and Ensemble Festival, and other Honor Band activities.  These 
activities are strongly encouraged and can lead to college scholarships!  Please review all the 
information in this Handbook and complete the required forms at the back. 
 
The Albuquerque High School Band program promotes excellence through dedication, learning, 
experience, and a team effort from students, parents, and staff.  The 2010-2011 school year looks 
to be an exciting opportunity to continue a proud tradition of excellence.  Motivated students, 
dedicated staff, caring and active parents, and a supportive administration work together to make it 
possible for our band program to offer an outstanding array of musical opportunities. Our students 
are expected to set and reach high goals for themselves and their program.  This is challenging—
but the rewards of meeting those expectations are immeasurable.  Members of the Albuquerque 
High School Band develop musically, emotionally, mentally, and socially.  
 
Again, a hearty welcome!  
 

Daniel  Holmes  

Daniel Holmes, AHS Director of Bands 
dholmes392@gmail.com  
 
 



1.2   Booster President’s 2010-2011 Welcome Message 
 

Dear Band and Guard Families,   
 
The AHS Mighty Bulldog Band is once again the Pride of 
Albuquerque High School.  In no other school activity or 
organization will you find the level of dedication and 
teamwork that is the hallmark of our band program.  This is not only found in the students, but in 
the Band Booster organization as well.  All parents, grandparents, and friends of the band are 
automatically inducted into the Booster organization when your student enrolls in the band program 
 
The AHS Mighty Bulldog Band Boosters is the parent group that offers physical, emotional, and 
financial support to the AHS Band.  We provide the manpower to move the band, chaperone trips, 
and fit uniforms, among other tasks.  The Boosters supplement the limited APS budget to supply 
our marching band, colorguard, concert band, and jazz bands with music, food, show equipment, 
transportation, awards, uniform repair and maintenance, and payment to specialized section 
teachers.  The most important thing you can do as a Booster is to volunteer your time, your skills, 
and your effort.  There are jobs for every type of talent.  Whether you have just a little time or a lot, 
all that’s required is the desire to support our kids! 
 
The Boosters meet the first Monday (or Wednesday, if necessary because of school holidays) of 
every month during the school year at 6:30 p.m. in the band area.  We will have a special first 
meeting at the end of band camp where you can meet other parents and get psyched up for the 
coming year.  The current Booster officers are:  
 

Irene Moody—President (irenemoody@)aol.com or 255-9829 or 379-2620) 
Jason Kent---Co-Vice President (jwk@nm.net or 265-2661) 
Natalie Adolphi---Co-Vice President (Nadolphi@salud.unm.edu or 268-8581) 
Robin Ohlhausen---Co-Secretary (robin.ohlhausen@gmail.com or 271-1240) 
May Goldenberg---Co-Secretary (maygold@unm.edu or 265-5059) 
Katie Williams---Treasurer (katiebyrch@gmail.com or 268-1491) 
 

Please feel free to contact any of us if you have any questions not answered elsewhere in this 
Handbook.  
 
Welcome to the 2010-2011 AHS Band season.  People have started to take notice of the high 
quality of this band.  We look forward to another award-winning season!  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Irene  Moody  

AHS Band Booster President  
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1.3   Band Staff, Student Officers, Section Leaders, Section 
Parents 
 
AHS Pride Band Instructional Staff is a very professional, 

dedicated, and approachable group of music educators:     
Daniel Holmes, Director—an NMSU Music Education graduate, 
Mr. Holmes became AHS Director of Bands in 2009, leading the 
Albuquerque High Band to Finals in the Zia Marching Band Fiesta for the first time, garnering a first-place win 
for Division 4A at the Pageant of Bands, and bringing the AHS Drumline a 1st-in-New Mexico designation at 
the Duke City Drum-Off, among other Division 1 ratings and awards.  Prior to his award-winning directing 
work at Albuquerque High, Mr. Holmes assisted at Coronado High School in El Paso, Texas, when they won 
the 2008 Tournament of Bands Grand Championship.  He has also worked with the Las Cruces High School 
Showcase Band and Cibola High School Golden Regiment.  As a band staff assistant, he has been a part of 
three Zia finals groups and three Tournament of Bands finals groups.   
 
Jim Demas, Visual Caption Head 
Marching Technician Kyle Headstream 
Marching Technician Sergio Beraun 
Woodwind Specialist Gabe Gutierrez 
Percussion Technician Josh Etzkin 
Percussion Technician Joseph Santiago 
Colorguard Instructors Emily Luna and Sarah Manriquez 

 
Student Leadership Council:  These accomplished students are the gasoline in the band’s engine.  Student 

leaders go through an audition and an interview to be selected as leaders for their sections and band.  Student leaders 
serve the band in many ways and they also organize and run sectionals.  The main goal of an SLC member is to lead 
by example.  Student leaders will always check up on younger band students.  No student in the AHS band program 
will ever eat lunch alone!  

2010-2011 AHS Band Student Officers    AHS Band Section Leaders 

 
Band President:  Michaela Salazar 
Vice President:  Anne Skelton 
Historian:  Erika Yegerlehner 
Librarians:  Haley Mauldin, Tasha Roache, Gus Pedrotty 
Equipment/Paint Crew:  Alex Aragon, Lucas Horner 
Drum Majors:  Jonathan Guzman, Erica McDowell (Band 
Captain)  
 

Flutes:  John Powell and Dinee Dorame 

Clarinets:  Claire Brown, Emma Miller, Maddy Bishop- 

Van Horn 

Sax:  Leo Zoeckler and Marcello Torres Dos Reis 

Mellophone:  Allison Turner 

Trumpet:  Claire Tritz, Ian McNeil, Mitchell Byrd 

Low Brass:  Erica McDowell and Michael Neville 

Drumline:  Spencer Kent and Michael Goodloe 

Pit:  Anne Skelton  

*Guard Section leader to be determined during Band Camp. 

 

Section Parents:  Section Parents essentially make up a phone tree to distribute information (not just section 

information) that needs to reach families with speed and certainty.   

 

Percussion/Drumline:  Sara Mills (saramills@comcast.net)/Denise Bissell (dbissell@stc.unm.edu)   

High Brass:  Carrie McNeil (nmmcneils@yahoo.com) 

Low Brass:  Margaret White (wishie98@aol.com) 

Flutes:  Ann Powell (apowell575@yahoo.com) 

Sax:  Joe Zoeckler (fiddlejoey@msn.com) 

Clarinets:  Barbara Garrity (garrity.barbara@gmail.com)  

Color Guard:  Emily Luna (eluna2@gmail.com) 

mailto:eluna2@gmail.com


1.4   Director’s FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)     
 
What does it mean to sign up for band?  Enrollment in band means marching and concert band—they are 

the same course.  Marching band takes place from Band Camp until the last competition of the year, usually the last 
Saturday in October.  During marching season, students rehearse outside and are required to wear white T-shirts.  
They will be let out early to change shirts for the next class. After marching season, concert band begins and we move 
indoors.  Students who play other instruments for marching band will switch back to their concert band instruments.  A 
few auditions will take place during the concert band season. 

 
What is Band Camp?  Students who enroll in band for the school year are required to attend Band Camp which 

runs from July 26-Aug 6 this year.  Band Camp lasts two weeks and gets members ready for marching season.  Please 
see Part 4 of this Handbook for a calendar or check our website for a schedule of events:  ahsmightybulldogband.org   

What’s the best choice for musical instruments?  For experienced students who are still using a 

beginner instrument, an upgrade in a good idea.  Student line instruments are great for young musicians but are 
designed more for durability for youngsters who forget to lock their cases rather than quality of sound needed to play in 
an advanced musical setting.  A list of recommended instruments/mouthpieces is posted on our website or available 
from the Director.  It is not as expensive as people think!  Contact Mr. Holmes for any questions regarding trading 
and/or upgrading instruments 
. 

What about the band fee?  This year’s band fee is $300, well below the Albuquerque average. The high school 

band fee per student pays for curriculum, performance, transportation, and other related course costs.  Fundraising 
opportunities are available through our Booster group.  Check out the band website at ahsmightybulldogband.org or 
see any Band Booster for more details.  Students will receive statements to help parents keep up with the status of 

their student fee balance.  See the sections about Booster fundraising and student band fees in this Handbook. 
 
What are Sectionals?  Sectionals are small group rehearsals that are crucial to the success of our band program 

because they allow the director, staff, and student leaders to identify musical issues within the section that are often 
covered up by the sound of the full ensemble.  Section parents facilitate contact and can help students coordinate 
transportation if necessary.  Weekly sectionals may be assigned depending on the section’s performance level.  
Attendance is required but times will be scheduled when everybody can meet. 

 
What is the time commitment for band?  Being in band is just like being in a varsity sport during the first 

couple of months because students perform frequently at football games, field show competitions, and other events.  
We usually perform no more than once a week until the end of October.  Thereafter, we perform approximately every 6 
weeks.  We work very well with AHS athletics and manage schedule conflicts through communication.  As long as 
schedule conflicts are brought to the director and coaches in advance, there is rarely an issue with being in band and 
sports.  However, it should be noted that every student earns a spot in the AHS Band program.  There is no bench. 
There are no cuts.  You can be benched or cut on a team—but you are always in the band.  

What’s the story on getting uniforms?  Every several years, APS provides marching and concert band 

uniforms with the exception of the $30.00 marching band shoe (ordered by Booster quartermasters and part of the 
band fee). See the Uniform section in this Handbook for more information about replacement costs and uniform care.  

What about transportation?  Given the many events that the band has outside regular school hours, 

transportation planning is important.  When the full band travels to functions, AHS specifically requires that we take 
buses for safety.  Many rehearsals and other functions require personal travel arrangements.  Section members can 
discuss these issues within their groups to be sure everyone can participate.  

What/who are the Band Boosters?  Our parent Booster group is a registered 501c3 tax-exempt non-profit 

organization and our books are always open for review.  Our board members are bonded and our IRS tax returns and 
NM Corporation Commission Annual reports are always audit-ready.  The boosters are responsible for program 

http://ahsmightybulldogband.org/
http://ahsmightybulldogband.org/


communication, which includes necessary phone tree messages, our web page, newsletters, and student account 
statements.  The boosters perform uniform distribution and management.  We'd love to have every parent involved. 
This band is a family that helps one another as necessary. Our Boosters manage fundraising opportunities for the 
students and their parents and have some need-based funds for those who request it; otherwise, it is the responsibility 
for the parent and student to earn/ pay the band fee.  See the Booster section in this Handbook for more information.  

What can band do for me after high school?  Your band experience can translate into university band 

scholarships—and you do not have to be a music major to make money playing in college!  You will hear us talk a lot 
about this during the school year.  Students are encouraged to play their instrument in college regardless of their 
major.  Most universities give money to those who play in the marching band, pep band, and or university bands.  (The 
tuba player that dots the ―i‖ in Ohio State gets a full-ride scholarship!)  

 
What is Color Guard? The color guard is an essential element of the marching arts program.  The color guard 

specializes in modern dance, flag work, and theatrical elements.  The color guard will have 2 to 3 coaches teaching the 
visuals to our show.  The color guard uses its own uniform, gloves, and shoes.  Weekly guard-only rehearsals may be 
called depending on the progress and performance level of the group.  In the spring semester the guard becomes its 
own element called Winterguard which is very competitive with 3 to 4 competitions.  The focus of Winterguard is rifle 
work and classical/modern dance. 

 
What meetings are required of parents?  We have two required parent meetings and several optional 

meetings which parent are encouraged to attend.  The two required meetings have to do with finances and safety.  Our 
first required meeting this year is scheduled during Band Camp on August 6 at 6pm.  The other required meeting is the 
pre-spring trip orientation meeting which is scheduled in April.  It is the parents’ and student’s responsibility to be aware 
of the information communicated at the required meetings.   

 
What about private music lessons?  Private lessons are strongly encouraged for students who wish to excel 

on their instruments and compete on the district and state level.  A list of qualified private instructors is on our band 
website.  All of our first chair players take consistent private lessons.  The benefits are endless and students learn 
technical and musical skills that often cannot be taught in a large band setting.  If you’re interested in private lessons 
but time is limited, contact Mr. Holmes.  It’s perfectly acceptable to have a private lesson during 1st period band.  Most 
private teachers will come to AHS to teach a lesson.  A lesson will excuse that student for a portion of band.  

 

What are playing tests like?  Playing tests are pretty standard in high school band programs.  Students will be 

instructed to record a piece of band music in any format (tape, cd, mp3) and turn it in on its due date.  These are for a 
grade.  Poor test grades can be made up. 

What are listening assignments?  During the school year Mr. Holmes will assign listening assignments. 

These are fun, easy and again the benefits are endless.  The listening links will be posted on the website.  You click, 
listen, and get a parent signature.  Nothing beats an easy A! 

How about my personal academics?  We are fortunate to have high academic standards at Albuquerque 

High School.  This standard is even higher in the AHS Band Program.  Most of our students are enrolled in honors and 
AP classes and other academic programs.  Research reports that students enrolled in music get higher grades than 
those who are not.  If you/your student is having a hard time in a class, we have upperclassmen who are more than 
willing to tutor students who are in need of help.  This is crucial around the time of our marching competitions.  To be 
eligible for competitions, students must have a 2.0 GPA or higher with no more than one failing grade.  To be 
considered for Student Leadership in our band program, a student must maintain a 3.0 GPA or higher.   

 
 
 
 



1.5   Marching Band Program        
 What to Bring to Band Camp 
 Football Games 
 Competitions for Marching Band 
 Required Rehearsals/Absence Reporting 
 
Marching Band is a fun and exciting opportunity for the band to perform at football games and compete against the 

best bands across the state in Pageant of Bands, Zia Marching Band Fiesta, and the Tournament of Bands.  The 
highest quality band is comprised of all the students working together as a well-trained team.  Students are 
encouraged to keep their grades up so they can play and make the team sound its absolute best.  All band members 
are expected to participate in competitions and attend football games.  It is a big commitment and hard work, but more 
than that, it is rewarding and fun.  All Marching Band members are required to attend Zero Hour and Band Camp in the 
summer. 

 
What to Bring to Band Camp  
Students will need to bring the following items to band camp each day: 

1.  Good attitude, a willingness to learn, and an expectation of fun 
2.  Band instrument in excellent playing condition 
3.  Tennis (athletic) shoes (NO flip-flops or sandals) 
4.  Sunscreen and hat 
5.  LOTS of water (with student’s last name marked on container) 
6.  Three-ring binder (1/2‖) with 50-60 plastic sheet protectors, shoulder strap, and pencil 
7.  Reeds, mouthpieces, sticks, and mallets as required by Director 
8.  Flipbooks for music and appropriate lyre for your instrument 
9.  Color Guard: Flags & rifles as required by Director (flags and rifles are provided) 

Students will be practicing outside on the Marching Field, which is on the west edge of the AHS campus and south of 
the portable buildings. 
Note to Freshmen Parents:  Evening social activities are an important part of band camp. Band sections get to know 
each other and begin to bond as a section. 

 
Football Games 
The Marching Band performs – in uniform – at AHS football games held in Albuquerque.  If AHS is the home team, the 
show will be performed at halftime.  If AHS is the visiting team, a portion of the show will be performed before the game 
begins.  While seated in the stands, the band will play pep music selections as directed by the Drum Majors.  Games 
are typically on Thursday or Friday nights at 7:00 p.m. or Saturday afternoons about 1:00 p.m.  
 
Performance Report Time is announced to students during Zero Hour.  All students are expected to help load the 
equipment truck before each performance and unload the equipment truck upon return to AHS.  No band member is 
allowed to leave the performance early unless excused by the Director prior to the event.  The proper APS permission 
form must filled out and signed in advance.  See Section 5 of this Handbook for a blank permission slip that can be 
copied and used if needed. 
 
Band members will sit in sections of like instruments at all times. Only current band members are allowed in the band 
section of the stands when the band is seated in the stands. Students are expected to pay attention to the Director(s) 
and Drum Major(s) for instructions, and play only as a full band when in the stands; no solos or ensembles are allowed. 
Students and parents are expected to stand during the school song and help provide school spirit. 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
When school buses or coaches are used to transport students to football games or competitions during 
marching or concert season, students are expected to remain seated at all times, keep instruments stored in 
cases, and keep everything inside the bus (hands, arms, trash, your seat partner). When leaving the bus, 
use only the front door unless told otherwise.  It is each student’s responsibility to keep the bus clean.  Be 
quiet while leaving or entering parking lots. 
 



Please refer to Section 3 of this Handbook for information regarding student conduct, uniforms, and grading. 

 
Competitions for Marching Band 
 
Competition participation is equivalent to band test grades and attendance is mandatory.  The schedule for these 
important events and related rehearsals can be found in this Handbook in the activity calendar section.  We have three 
competitions as a full band and Drumline has an additional event: 

 
Pageant of Bands:  The Pageant of Bands (POB or Pageant) is one of Albuquerque’s most cherished 

marching competitions.  The meet takes place at Wilson Stadium and showcases all local marching bands.  
In addition to 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place trophies, awards are given for individual brass, woodwind, percussion, 
and guard sections.  Soloist awards are also given.  Bus transportation is provided and required for all 
competing bands. 

Zia Marching Band Fiesta:  The University of New Mexico hosts this annual marching competition.  It takes 
place at University Stadium and features bands from all over the nation.  Bands from New Mexico, Texas, 
Colorado, California, and Utah frequently compete at Zia.  After all bands compete, judges select the top 10 
groups to compete in the Finals portion of the competition.  It is a very high honor to be selected for finals. 
The band will always stay for finals regardless of placement to support all the other hard-working bands.  Bus 
transportation is provided and required for all competing bands.  

Tournament of Bands:  New Mexico State University hosts The Tournament of Bands (TOB) annual 
competition in Las Cruces, New Mexico.  AHS stays one night in Las Cruces to ensure the safest travel 
situation.  This competition is also in a prelims-finals format.  This is the most competitive competition of the 
year and features several Texas marching bands.  Only the top bands in the region make finals at TOB.  
Again, the band will always stay for finals regardless of their placement.  Bus transportation is provided and 
required for all competing bands.  

Duke City Drum-Off:  This is one of the oldest indoor drumline competitions in the area. The National Guard 
hosts this competition which features drumlines and color guards from all over New Mexico and Texas.  They 
award the top three ensembles and usually feature exhibition performances from UNM or NMSU. This year 
AHS hopes to defend its State crown!  This is the last competition of the fall semester. Transportation is not 
provided for this competition.  

Required Rehearsals/Absence Reporting 
 
Mandatory Saturday Rehearsals 
During marching season, we will have two (2) mandatory Saturday rehearsals. These are very important. Even though 
we practice during the school week, it is very rare that we get a full rehearsal with all the elements (winds, guard, 
percussion and full electronics). These rehearsals are usually held at Milne Stadium.  Students are responsible for their 
own transportation.  
 
All Marching Band members – including athletes and CEC students – are REQUIRED to attend these rehearsals.  
Band students who are involved in other school activities such as sports, drama, or school clubs are required to inform 
their coach, director, or sponsor that they MUST attend these marching rehearsals. Check the calendar at the back of 
this Handbook for specific mandatory rehearsal dates, times, and locations.  Again, all scheduling conflicts must be 
discussed with the Director at least two weeks prior to a mandatory rehearsal.   
  
Tuesday Evening Rehearsals   
These rehearsals are designed to focus on the ―bigger picture.‖ These are usually when we do our full run-throughs 
and are the rehearsals where we have as much staff present as possible (music, visual, feet, etc.). These rehearsals 
are mandatory; however, if a student has a game or a track meet, please plan ahead and turn in an excused absence 
form two weeks in advance.  (See the form at the back of this Handbook.)  These practices take place during 



marching season.  During concert season, Tuesday evening rehearsals take place on an ―as-needed‖ basis.  We will 
not practice every Tuesday in the spring.  
 
Scheduled Absences 
The student and his/her parents must notify the Director of any conflicts 2 WEEKS prior to any band engagement 
in order for the Director to decide whether or not the absence will be considered excused.  An excused absence form 
can be found at the end of the Handbook or can be obtained from the Director.  If the absence is considered excused, 
the Director will ask the student to complete a make-up exercise.  See Section 3.5 in this Handbook for what those 
assignments will require.  
 
An excused absence may impact the student’s chances to letter in band for the year; however, it will not affect the 
student’s 9-week grade.  If the student does not notify the Director 2 weeks prior to the engagement, he/she may lose 
the opportunity to complete the make-up report and will receive a failing grade for the engagement. 

 
Emergency and Illness Absences 
The Director will consider emergencies and special circumstances.  If you are sick and cannot attend a performance, 
you MUST notify the Director by placing a call to his cell phone before the performance.  Students who miss a 
performance are responsible for requesting make-up assignments from the Director. 

 
1.6   Concert Band Program 
 
Concert band season makes up the remainder of the year after the end of marching season, requires a different 
uniform, and requires a less rigorous rehearsal schedule than the first few months of the academic year.  Playing for 
basketballs games, performing our school concerts, and participating in concert band contests are part of our concert 
band program. 

District VII Large Group Festival:  Large group festival takes place at one of the high schools in Albuquerque. It 
features all of the middle school and high school concert bands.  This is not a competition but 4 judges will award a 
rating to each ensemble.  (Division 1 is the highest rating and division 5, the lowest.)  Bus transportation is provided 
and required for all competing bands.   

NM State Concert Band Contest:  Bands who receive a superior rating (division 1) at their respective large group 
festivals will be invited to compete at the state level.  The judging format is the same as our large group festivals. The 
only difference is that they award the top 3 bands in each class.  AHS competes in class 5A.  Bus transportation is 
provided and required for all competing bands.   

Basketball Band:  The AHS Sound Pound has a proud tradition of entertaining audiences at the AHS boys and girls 
basketball games.  The band members will play 10-12 Basketball games per year.  These performances are fun, 
casual, and usually very loud!  AHS Band shirts and jeans are required for performances.  Students get half-time off to 
get snacks and drinks.  

1.7   Jazz Band Program 
 
Jazz band requires enrollment in a separate and additional class from Zero-Hour band and offers smaller ensemble 
experience and a different selection of music.  The Jazz bands also have competition opportunities and special 
activities specific to their group.  
 
Albuquerque Jazz Festival:  This is a jazz band only competition.  Division ratings of 1-5 will be awarded as well as 
section, soloists and musician awards!  Bands from all over the area perform at this Festival that is held at Eldorado 
High School.  At the end of the festival a very cool concert takes place. The concert will showcase the Albuquerque 
Jazz Orchestra, which is run by Grammy winning trumpet player Bobby Shew. They will perform with several selected 
guest artists. The evening concert is required for all jazz band members.  



UNM Jazz Festival/NMSU Jazz Festival:  These separate festivals are hosted by UNM and NMSU music 
departments.  All performing bands receive division ratings. Soloist, section and musician awards are given out to 
those performing at an elite level.  After the competition, the collegiate big bands perform a concert with a professional 
guest artist.  UNM’s competition is usually held at Keller hall and NMSU’s is held at the NMSU performing arts center. 
The evening concert is required for all jazz band members.  

The AHS Jazz Dinner & Dance:  One of our biggest fund raisers of the year!  (And the most fun!) The Jazz dinner 
dance is put on by our 2 jazz ensembles.  They prepare 3 hours of music in a very short time period.  This is designed 
to give each musician a taste of what it is like to be a professional musician.  We hand out a ton of music and in 2 
weeks they have to perform a gig.  Our booster parents and other volunteers prepare a dinner.  All AHS Band students 
sell tickets and attend the dinner.  

1.8 Color Guard Program 
 
The color guard is an essential element of the marching arts program, specializing in modern dance, flag work, and 
theatrical elements with unique uniforms and props suited to their performance.  Color Guard works closely with the 
band throughout marching season.  Our color guard has 2 to 3 coaches teaching the visuals for our show to color 
guard members.  Weekly guard-only rehearsals may be called depending on the progress and performance level of the 
group.    
 
In the spring semester, the guard becomes its own element called Winterguard which is very competitive with 3 to 4 
competitions.  The focus of Winterguard is rifle work and classical/modern dance. 
 

For more information about Color Guard, please contact coaches Emily Luna (eluna2@gmail.com) or Sarah Manriquez 

(mysticmemories16@msn.com).   

  

Part 2:  Band Booster, Financial, and General Parent Information  
 
2.1   What do Band Boosters do? 
 
The AHS Band Boosters are the parents, grandparents, and guardians of all AHS band members who volunteer to 
help our students with the financial, physical, and supportive functions required outside classtime.  

The AHS Band Boosters are the fundraising arm of the band as well as volunteers for physical help with transport, 
equipment, and sometimes even food.  We meet the first Monday of each month throughout the school year except 
when there is a school or holiday conflict.  The first Booster meeting is the final day of band camp.  Meeting agendas 
and minutes can be found on the website at ahsmightybulldogband.org under the Secretary’s Page.  The schedule 
is located on the band calendar page.  We encourage all student advocates (parents, grandparents, guardians) to 
attend and take part in the decisions that affect our students.   

APS does not fully fund the band, so it is up to us.  Our yearly budget is in excess of $40,000 this year.  We raise 
between $15,000 & $20,000 per year over and above each student's band fee.  This money pays for music, 
equipment, band trips, transportation, entrance fees, drill writer, personnel, and a variety of other band-related 
expenses.  The band fee for the 2010-2011 year is $300.  More information about the band fee can be found in the 
following section in this Handbook. 

Your student benefits from your participation.  

 

2.2   2010-2011 Student Band Fee and Payment Schedule  
 
How Much?  When?  Why?  How?   
AHS Band includes marching and concert band with associated expenses of travel, uniforms, and competition fees.  All 

band and guard students are required to pay a fee of $300 per year, due in three installments of $100 (at band camp, 

Sept.15, and Nov. 1).  Students who prepay the entire fee by Aug. 1 receive a discount of $25 for the reduced total of 

http://ahsmightybulldogband.org/index.php?page=secretary-s-page
http://ahsmightybulldogband.org/index.php?page=calendar


$275.  The fee can be paid by check payable to the AHS Band Boosters (given to Treasurer Katie Williams or mailed to 

Albuquerque High School Band Boosters, P.O. Box 35803, Albuquerque, NM 87176) or paid by credit card through 

PayPal on the website. 

 
What Does This Fee Cover?  The fee goes toward acquisition of marching band music and its arrangement, 
copyrights, marching drill development and instruction, payments to trainers who work with band sections individually 
on skill development, competition entrance fees, color guard expenses, acquisition of special equipment and props, 
buses for travel, and some of the food provided during away events, among many other expenses.  

 
Why Does AHS Band Have This?  APS and AHS pay only a portion of our overall band program expenses.  The 
$300 AHS band fee is less than those charged by most other high school band programs and covers only about half of 
the expenses beyond those covered by APS and AHS.  The total budget the Band Boosters need to run the program in 
2010-2011 exceeds $40,000, so band fees are essential. The rest of the needed money beyond the student fees 
comes from fund raising. Thus, all parents and band students are expected to help out. 

 
What about Scholarship Payment Assistance?  The Band Boosters are committed to providing full or partial 
scholarships to assist with payment of the band fee by students whose families find payment of the entire fee 
impossible.  Such assistance is handled on a case-by-case basis, and advance arrangements for assistance must be 
made through the Band Director or the Booster Treasurer.  Please contact Director Holmes (dholmes392@gmail.com) 
or Booster Treasurer Katie Williams (katiebyrch@gmail.com or 268-1491) for such assistance as soon as possible, 
preferably before the last day of band camp.  We cannot officially give these scholarships unless they are formally 
requested.  

 
What Fund Raising Opportunities Exist?  We have several major and minor fund raisers throughout the year.  The 
major fund raiser in progress now is concession sales at the Hard Rock (formerly Journal) Pavilion concert venue in 
association with Aramark Corporation.  All parents, including parents of incoming freshmen, are encouraged to assist, 
especially those with server permits and training.  Many fundraisers include individual fundraising which can provide 
partial credit toward a student’s band fee.  For example, parents who take part in the Pavilion concession sales this 
summer can anticipate a $30 credit toward their student’s band fee for each event at which they serve.  Likewise, 
wreath and flower sales enable students to earn toward their fees or the spring trip cost.  

 
What about Donations?  The AHS Band Booster organization, an official 501c3 non-profit group, gratefully accepts 
monetary and in-kind donations.  See the band website (ahsmightybulldogband.org) to donate via the PayPal ―Donate 
Here‖ button or contact any Band Booster officer.  Encourage employers, family, and friends to be patrons of our 
group!  Donations through the United Way and the combined federal campaign all can be designated to the AHS band. 
 

2.3   Band Booster Organization 
 
Officers for the Boosters are elected every spring from the general membership.  As listed in the President’s 

welcome letter in this Handbook, officers for this year are:  
Irene Moody—President (irenemoody@)aol.com or 255-9829 or 379-2620) 
Jason Kent---Co-Vice President (jwk@nm.net or 265-2661) 
Natalie Adolphi---Co-Vice President (Nadolphi@salud.unm.edu or 268-8581) 
Robin Ohlhausen---Co-Secretary (robin.ohlhausen@gmail.com or 271-1240) 
May Goldenberg---Co-Secretary (maygold@unm.edu or 265-5059) 
Katie Williams---Treasurer (katiebyrch@gmail.com or 268-1491) 

 
Committees for the Boosters rely on volunteers to get fundraisers off the ground, assist in band member 

recruitment, create newsletters, and a number of other functions that benefit the students.  We always need help and 
appreciate parent participation on these committees.  Committees include:  
 Fundraising  Travel Planning  Non-Profit Development (grants & donations) 
 Uniforms  Pit Crew/Truck   Recruitment 
 Alumni   Pageant of Bands   Website  
 

mailto:irenemoody@aol.com
mailto:jwk@nm.net
mailto:Nadolphi@salud.unm.edu
mailto:robin.ohlhausen@gmail.com
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Fundraising takes many forms and occurs throughout the year, even in the summer months.  Some fundraisers 

give the students opportunity to raise funds, some require parents, and other money-making events need everyone.  
Current fundraisers include Pavilion concessions, caramel apple sales, holiday wreath sales, concert night desserts, 
car washes, and flower sales in the spring.  We need everyone’s support to make these programs successful and urge 
everyone to participate and even help coordinate these efforts.  Contact any Booster officer to tell us where you would 
like to fit for the benefit of our kids.  
 
2.4   Band Chaperone Tasks 
 
Band students are remarkable young people and rarely need much supervision, but we are required to provide 
adult/parent chaperones for travel and special events.  Our chaperones generally follow common-sense rules of 
helping with events, but sometimes parents like concrete duties to know what is helpful: 
 

FOOTBALL GAME CHAPERONES  
Report time same as the band  
Check in for bus assignment  
Assume responsibility for bus bag  
Assist with uniform check  
Ride the bus to and from the game; 
maintain order on the bus  
Stand and clap during the school song  
Maintain order in the stands  
Assist with refilling water bottles  
Stay with instruments during breaks  
Serve band students as needed  
Clap and cheer during performances  
Check the buses for lost items or trash at 
the end of the evening  
Inform Director if supplies need 
replenishing  
 

BUS CHAPERONES  
Introduce yourself to the driver  
Supervise bus loading ( large instruments, uniforms, sodas, and coolers) 
Alert students to their bus number, check to see that bus number 
placards are in place  
Keep bus bag handy, if there is one  
Check couples on a regular basis  
Take roll (chaperones should check their accuracy.)  
Pass out money packets to the students if used 
Take trash bags down the aisle before all major stops.  
Remind students to refrain from leaning over the backs of the seats, 
sitting on arm rest, or sitting backwards in the seats  
Monitor personal CD player use - only headphones are allowed; no 
music through speakers  
Show chaperone and APS approved movies (PG-13 or lower rating).  
Only chaperones may run the VCR or DVD  
 

 

RESTAURANT CHAPERONES 
Remind students, if necessary, to be respectful of 
other restaurant patrons  
Prompt students to clean up after themselves  
Assist students in proper tipping procedures  
 
COMPETITION CHAPERONES  
Check to see that all students are in complete band 
uniform  
Carry any equipment bag (if needed) at all times  
Help shine all students’ shoes immediately before 
they compete  
Pin hair and/or spray loose hair as needed, adjust 
pants, check for surface dirt on uniforms  
Maintain silence in line  
Provide small amounts of water if needed; remind 
students to stay hydrated  
Quietly assure students of their ability to compete 
well  
When observing other bands, stay seated together, 
clap when appropriate, remain quiet during other 
performances, and keep roaming to a minimum 

 
 
 
HOTEL CHAPERONES 
Check rooms for damage on arrival & departure; report 
anything that could result in charges to the front desk  
Complete room checks making sure you physically see 
everyone in the room  
Walk hallways and/or hotel perimeter for a determined amount 
of time every night. On multiple-night stays, alternate night 
duty with another chaperone 
Manage by walking – during free time, remain available and 
visible to students. If you have concerns about questionable 
behavior, follow your instincts and keep the Director in the 
loop.  
Follow-up wake up calls for your rooms by knocking and 
waiting for a response.  
 
 
 



Part 3:  Band Rules, Guidelines, and Uniform Policy 
 
3.1   Code of Conduct 
 
All band students are asked to read and sign the Code of Conduct at the back of this Handbook.  Though the great 
majority of AHS band members maintain exemplary behavior, acknowledgment of the band rules is important for 
everyone.  Please read and sign (student and parent!) the Code of Conduct form in Section 5 of this Handbook and 
present it to the Director when requested.  

 
What is Expected of Band Students  
 
Discipline:  Band discipline must, of necessity, be strict.  Parents and students must continue to exhibit good 

sportsmanship and considerate behavior at all times.  Band students are subject to APS policy regarding the behavior 
of students who participate in extra-curricular activities.  Be aware that guilt-by-association is the rule in use of 
prohibited substances.  If a student finds that alcohol is available at a party, for example, the only choice is to leave 
immediately.  Just being present is grounds for punishment under APS rules. 
 

Attitude: The greatest single factor that determines the success of our band program is attitude, which is a powerful 

tool in dealing with others.  Attitude is critical to the successful transformation of a group of musicians into a band. 
Make the most of every rehearsal and performance.  Work to solve any problems you encounter; merely complaining 
won’t change anything.  Share positive suggestions with someone in charge.  We each have the power to make the 
band better; that should be our primary goal. 
 
Appropriate Dress:  All band students will wear their band t-shirts when participating in an organized fundraiser to 

ensure the public’s understanding that this is legitimate non-profit fundraising.  Unacceptable behavior, as determined 
by the Director’s standards, may result in the student being barred from participating in certain future events.  APS 
dress code rules always apply.  Uniform standards and care are explained in a subsequent section of this Handbook. 
 
3.2   How to Succeed in Band 
  
Important academic topics for band Include:         

Tone production 
Rhythmic recognition  
Control of pulse  

Music theoretical skills (both in instrumental  
performance and written skills)  
Music history 
Social and cultural relevance of music performed 

 
While the Band Department strives to instill the importance of mastering individual skills that are consistent within the 
student's band level, we understand there are times when adjustments need to be made to accommodate individual 
concerns.  Students and parents should communicate to the director any physical, emotional, or calendar concerns 
that could affect the student's progress.  When students and parents communicate their concerns to staff in a timely 
manner, we will help find an equitable solution to the problem. 
 
Band is both an academic course and an extra-curricular activity, so both areas need support. 
 
Ten Ways to Succeed Academically in Band: 
1.  Develop good listening skills in class and follow classroom procedures. 
2. Ask for help from the teacher and/or older students.  Develop consistent times after school hours during the week 

and on weekends to do homework, including practice.  
4.  Take all tests on the first day they are administered.  
5.  If necessary, attempt to replay non-mastered skills until mastered. 
6.  Do not wait until the last day to re-play material. 
7.  While doing homework, try to apply practice techniques taught in the classroom.  
8.  Let the Director know of any special concerns that could adversely affect your performance. 



9.  Set your own performance goals for mastery of instrumental performance techniques.  
10.  Take advantage of after-school re-teaching sessions or extra-credit situations that can lead to earning additional 

academic credit during the six weeks period. 
 
Ten Ways to Succeed In the Extra-Curricular Area of Band: 
1.  Attend all practices and performances.  If you cannot, personally discuss the situation with the director prior to the 
absence and provide written documentation from a parent/guardian.  See the absence for at the end of this Handbook. 
2.  Arrange for transportation to and from practices and events. 
3.  Immediately follow verbal instructions given by directors, chaperones, school officials, parents, and student leaders. 
4.  Take personal responsibility for assignments that lead to qualifying for a permanent marching spot, the chair in your 
band section, and/or band placement. 
5.  Bring all necessary materials for participation in the activity.  
6.  Properly maintain and protect your marching, concert, and color guard uniforms.  
7.  Record and keep all rehearsal and performance schedules.  
8.  Properly fill out all forms that allow for parental permission for events.   
9.  Communicate all financial concerns to the director prior to the deadline date for the event.  
10.  Encourage your parents to contact the director to help resolve any issues of concern you do not feel comfortable 
handling. 

 
 
3.3   Academic Eligibility 
 
To be eligible for competitions, students must have a 2.0 GPA or higher with no more than one failing grade.  To be 
considered for Student Leadership in our band program, a student must maintain a 3.0 GPA or higher.   

 
 
3.4   Grading Policy 
Student attendance at performances is mandatory.  We rely on one another in a performance organization.  Player 
loyalty and responsibility are key components in our success. 

 
First Quarter             

Percentage of Grade Task 
30% Music memorization Tests (National Anthem 5%, School song 5%, Marching Show 20%) 
10% Marching and Drill 
5% Uniform Care 
10% Attitude 
5% Citizenship 
40% Performance 

 
Second, Third, Fourth Quarters            

Percentage of Grade Task 
20% Music & Written Tests and required paperwork (access to recording 

required) 
20% Practice Homework 10% and Written Homework 10% 
5% Posture 
5% 
5% 

Uniform care 
Attitude 

5% Citizenship 
40% Performance 

 
 
 
 



Some determining factors for Citizenship grading:  
Citizenship education is very important in our continuing effort to build a better society.  People must be able to work 
together and strive for common goals that increase quality of life and ensure a safe and productive environment. 
   
Responsibilities:  attending all performances and rehearsals, having music folder, music preparation, instrument 
storage, instrument and accessory maintenance, timely submission of assignments, uniform care, asking for help when 
you need it, positive physical and emotional well-being, following all band rules. 
 
Respect:  Treat others the way you want to be treated (or better).  Treat band room and contents with care.  Do not 
touch others’ instruments without permission.  Never play a school instrument without director’s permission.  Be quiet 
when the director is on the podium and during rehearsal.  
 
Loyalty:   Always support the program.  Help others maintain a positive attitude.  Study privately when you can.  Do 
what you can to help others.  Be flexible.  
 
Support:  Care about what you do.  Care about who you are and what you accomplish.  Care about your family and 
school.  Care about our band members and band environment, our staff, and volunteers. 
 
Honesty:  Accept criticism and move forward.  Accept consequences which follow your actions or lack of action.  Be 
truthful with yourself.  Encourage others to do the same. 
 

Some determining factors for Attitude grading:  
Any cooperative organization requires positive attitudes to compete—and often just to function—in today’s 
environment.  Whether it is business, academics, or extracurricular activity, success can be enhanced or determined 
by the positive attitude of the participants.   

-- Maintain a positive attitude personally and encourage the same in others. 
--Treat others in the band with respect and follow the band rules. 

 

Some determining factors for Posture grading:  
-- Sit forward in the chair so your back does not touch the back of the chair.  
-- Do not slouch while sitting in your chair. 
-- Everything from the waist up is to be kept straight upright.  
-- Proper/good embouchure is to be maintained. 
-- Proper/good hand and finger positions are to be maintained.  
-- Minimize movement when playing in stationary band situations.  

 
 

3.5   Make-up Assignments 
 
Students are eligible to make up work for excused absences only.  See APS Handbook for excused school attendance 
absences.  Excused absences must be requested in writing 10 school days (2 weeks) prior to a performance or event 
(other than illness or death in immediate family).  Families are expected to have contingency plans for transportation or 
other family emergencies.  See absence form at the back of this Handbook.  
 
Make-Up Work for Specific Absences: 
 A daily class absence—2 hrs home practice on specified literature (parent signature) due w/i 48 hrs of absence 
 Other rehearsal absence—same as above but with 2 hrs of practice for every hour missed 
 Football game—prepared solo (director-approved) due 3 weeks after approved absence 
 Basketball game, open house, assembly, banquet, or other performance—same as above 
 Competition, concert, festival—prepared solo (director-approved w/greater difficulty) 4 weeks after absence 

 
 
 
 



3.6   Band Letter Requirements 
 

Getting a letter in high school is a fantastic feat!  Any student is eligible to letter in band if they commit to the program 
and do a few extra things. The students that continually go the extra mile can earn pins, bars, and the medallion.  The 
gold medallion is the highest honor!  Put these on your green and white AHS letter jackets proudly and show off your 
accomplishments.  
 
To earn a letter, pin, bar, or medallion, the following total point values must be accumulated:  

 

AWARD TOTAL POINTS 
Letter 1000 

Gold Pin 1600 
Gold Bar 2200 
Gold Bar 
Gold Bar 

2800 
3400 

Gold Bar 
Gold Bar 
Medallion  

4000 
4600 
5200 

 
Assorted events and activities all accumulate toward lettering requirements.  Below are the most common activities 
that students participate in to earn award points.  
 

Activity Point Value 
All-State Audition 50 
All-State Participant 100 
AYS/AYO Audition 50 
AYS/AYO Participant 
AHS Major Ensemble (MC & CB =1) 
AHS Section Leader 

200 
250 
50 

AHS Out-o-Town Band Trip (100 max/yr) 100 
District VII Honor Band Participant 50 
Major Solo and Concert (Concerto) 100 
Musical/ABQ Jazz Workshop 
Participant in Master Class 
Pep Band 
Private Lessons from Approved Instructor 
Quintessence 
Solo & Ensemble: Excellent Rating (each) 
Solo & Ensemble: Piano Accompaniment (each) 
Solo & Ensemble: Superior Rating (each) 
Solo & Ensemble: Participant (max 50/yr) 
Solo Recital –half hour 
Solo Recital –full hour 
Southwest Honor Band Audition 
Southwest Honor Band Participant 
Summer Music Camp (not school-related) 
Top Fundraiser of the Year 
Year-Long Ensemble outside school (church, etc.) 
Winter Guard 
Youth Band Audition 
Youth Band Participant 

200 
50 
100 
300 
100 
25 
20 
50 
50 
150 
250 
50 
100 
200 
25 
50 
100 
50 
200 

 



3.7   Band Uniforms 
 
MARCHING UNIFORMS are worn for all outdoor performances, usually with black show T-shirts underneath, in the fall 
unless students are instructed otherwise.  The full marching band uniform includes:   

Full Marching Uniform 

Marching jacket with collar liner 
Pants 
Hat  (plume issue/collected only at 
performances) 
Gloves 
Band t-shirt 

Marching t-shirt 
Shoes 
Box for hat and gloves, and garment bag for jacket and 
pants 
BLACK mid-calf length socks  
(each student provides his/her own socks) 

 
The marching band uniform is custom fitted during Band Camp and checked out at a later date prior to the first home 
football game and only to those students who have their band fee (at least the first installment) paid and whose 
parent/guardian has signed the AHS Uniform Agreement.  (See the end of this Handbook.)   One black show T-shirt 
and one green band T-shirt will be supplied to each student to keep as his/her own, in addition to a Bulldog ball cap.  
Students are expected to maintain the appearance and condition of their assigned uniforms.  Parents and students are 
financially responsible for any missing or damaged uniform part(s).  Replacement costs are as follows: 
Replacement Costs 

 
DRY CLEANING 
Because a portion of the judging during the marching competitions is based on uniform 
appearance, there will be times during the year when dry cleaning of the uniform will 
be required, typically prior to the major competitions.  Students will be notified by email 
and/or phone prior to these events so that there is ample time.   
 
UNIFORM CARE 
ALWAYS hang up your uniform when not wearing. 
Always point out spots or stains to the dry cleaners. 
Always check your uniform to be sure that you have all the pieces. 
Clean shoes for each performance/concert. 
Clean hat using a soft cloth and rubbing alcohol.  Keep hat and hatbox clean. 
Collar liners can be hand-washed and air-dried at home as often as necessary.  

(Shampoo or Oxyclean can be used.)  Gloves can be hand-washed as often as necessary. 
 
All damage to the uniforms or loss of uniform pieces will result in fines.  This policy will be strictly enforced.    
 

PREPARING UNIFORMS FOR MARCHING PERFORMANCE: 
ü Arrive at school IN UNIFORM for inspections and performances. 
ü Zip, snap, and button your jacket and always wear your collar liner. 
ü Bring your hatbox with you (good place to carry and store your gloves). 
ü Wear mid-calf length black socks. 
ü Plumes are issued before a performance and collected following a performance. 
ü Correct pant length is when the bottom of the pant leg touches the top of the shoe, front crease is 

straight.  Adjust the suspenders as needed.   
ü If the Director gives the okay, you may remove your jacket ONLY if you are wearing a band t-shirt. 
ü Uniform parents are in the band room to help before every performance, and at each game, 

performance, competition.         
 

MARCHING UNIFORM RETURN (Fall Semester)  
Marching uniforms items are returned following marching season.  Dates will be announced.  Turn in all pieces except 
pants and shoes.  Each student is responsible for having his/her jacket professionally cleaned, and a dry cleaning 
receipt will be turned in with the uniform.  Students are responsible for returning the numbered parts assigned to 
them. 
 

Pants $143.00 
Marching Jacket $299.92 
Sweatband $    4.00 
Hat $  66.50 
Hat Box $    9.00 
Suit Bag $  25.95 
Concert Blazer  
Dickey 

$201.41 
$  34.42 

Bow Tie $    3.95 
Concert Suit Bag  
Hanger 
Shoes 
Ball cap 

$    3.95 
$    1.95 
$  35.00 
$  15.00 



CONCERT UNIFORMS 
The concert band uniform will be fitted and checked out prior to the first concert season concert.  Students keep the 
pants they were issued for marching season unless a different size is needed.  The full concert band uniform 
includes the following: 

Concert Uniform 

Tuxedo Jacket Pants 
Dickey Mid-calf black socks 
Clear Suit Bag Shoes 
Banded Bow Tie  
(issued/collected at performance)  

 
CONCERT UNIFORM RETURN (Spring Semester) 
The concert uniforms will be returned after the last concert in the spring.  Dates will be announced.  Each student is 
responsible for having his/her jacket, pants, and dickey professionally cleaned, and a dry cleaning receipt must be 
turned in with the uniform.  Students are responsible for returning the numbered parts assigned to them.  Seniors are 
encouraged to donate their shoes to the AHS Band "Shoe Bank."  
 
 

3.8   Communication Considerations 
Communication among all band members, parents, and the Director is key to our success.  The enormous level of 
detail required for a good marching band makes the clear exchange of information essential, and everyone is 
encouraged to learn and share as much as possible to foster the good of the group.  All questions are good!  
 
For parents, encouraged conversations with the Director include:  
- How my student can improve? 
- What do instruments and equipment do you recommend? 
- What and how long should my student be practicing? 
- How do we get collegiate music scholarships? 
- How can I get involved with the band program? 
- How can my student become involved in All-State and other honor groups? 
- How is my student acting in class and in school in general? 
 
On the other hand, some questions do not foster positive experience and might need reframing:  
- Why isn’t my student first chair? (Or any conversations regarding general chair placement) This could become the 

better question: ―How can I help my student move toward better performance?‖   
-  Why isn’t my student a soloist?  This could be: ―How can I foster my student’s performing dreams?‖ 
- Why aren’t we playing harder/easier music?  This question might be: ―How can we help the group?‖ 
- Why this marching show /music selection and/or design? (with critical intent) ―How does this show/selection work?‖ 
- Any conversations that disparage individual students or the group are to be avoided and can be reworked for simple 

information.  Let’s all stay positive and foster improvement! 
 
As a director, Mr. Holmes vows to be flexible and has an open line at all times for communication. The communication 
channels for general band information are many:  class announcements, website, newsletter, Facebook, emails, 
phone.  Please make sure that your best/most-used contact information is available to the Director and to the Band 
Boosters so that you can be reached for any news or change of plan.  Also, if any of your contact information changes 
during the school year, please be certain to update your information with the Director and the Booster secretary.  
 
      
 
 

Part 4:  2010-2011 AHS Band Activity Calendar 
 
The following pages contain the Band Activity calendar for the 2010-2011 school year.  
Please note that event dates and times are subject to change, and students should be 
aware of announcements in class and elsewhere to be certain of commitments.  



 
 

Part 5:  Forms—Code of Conduct, Handbook, Uniform, Absence, Permission 
 
The following are forms that can be removed/copied from this handbook and turned in as required by the Director. 
 
 

 
 

AHS Band Code of Conduct   Student Name_____________________ 
 

Members of the AHS Band include all students who participate in any component of the organization including, 
but not limited to, woodwind, brass, percussion, color guard, and other auxiliary personnel who travel or take part 
in associated activities.  As a member of the AHS Band, each student has an obligation to project and maintain 
the highest standard of personal integrity and citizenship.  This ideal will not be compromised.  In that spirit, 
conduct, appearance, and demeanor of AHS Band members will be beyond question at all times.   
 
All rules and expectations here are made to help each student enjoy his/her experience to the fullest, and avoid 
the embarrassment and inconvenience that momentary lapses in judgment may cause.  These expectations will 
be enforced to the letter.  There is no room for interpretation and there will be no warnings.  This document 
serves as the one and only warning.  The vast majority of our student membership will follow these expectations 
intuitively, without having to be told and without having to sign a document attesting to them.  Common sense, 
good judgment, and a sense of moral correctness govern their choices.  Unfortunately, these traits are not 
universal.  This document is intended to provide structure and guidance for those individuals who need it, and to 
protect the privilege of travel for those who do not.  
 

1.  Punctuality is essential for our rehearsal and performance schedule.  Be early and help each other stay organized. 
 
2.  All AHS Band personnel are expected to dress and groom themselves neatly and conservatively, and in accordance with our 
school dress code and any additional requirements as determined by the director. Exceptions to the dress code will be made as 
appropriate for specific activities (swimwear, etc.).  During the school year, caps or hats are not to be worn indoors.  Boys must keep 
facial hair neat for competitions.  Please do not make it necessary for a chaperone or other adult supervisor to address these 
issues.  It is embarrassing and distracting for all involved. 
Student’s initials: _______________ Parent’s initials: __________________ 
 
3.  When in public view, remain in full performance attire unless exceptions are made at the time by a director. It is unprofessional to 
have shirttails out, suspenders hanging, to wear athletic shoes while in performance attire, to chew gum, etc. Jackets, headwear, 
etc., may be removed as directed. The loading and moving of equipment may necessitate adjustments to these guidelines.  Follow 
the instructions of the chaperone or other adult in charge. 
 
4.  You are expected to attend everything on the schedule of activities you are given. At no time will Band members depart from this 
schedule.  In the event of illness, you are to notify your director.  Anticipated absences should be reported to the director ten school 
days (two weeks) on the absence form. 
Student’s initials ________________ Parent’s initials: __________________ 
 
5.  Band members will not purchase, possess, or use alcohol, tobacco, illegal or non-prescribed substances of any kind. 
Student’s initials: ________________ Parent’s initials: _________________ 
 
6.  All prescription medication is to be documented on your medical form, turned in prior to departure, and dispensed by a 
designated chaperone on trips. 
Student’s initials: ________________ Parent’s initials: _________________ 
 
7.  Band members are not to enter the hotel rooms, residences, or vehicles of anyone outside our group. This includes taxis or other 
transportation, public or private, UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY AN OFFICIAL CHAPERONE OR OFFICIAL ADULT DESIGNEE. 
AHS Band members will not leave the supervision of the director or chaperones to visit friends or family without express permission 
from a director or the assigned chaperone. 
Student’s initials: ________________ Parent’s initials: _________________ 
 



8.  Visitors from outside the AHS Band and its official chaperones may not enter the hotel rooms of AHS Band members at any time. 
This includes members’ family members as this is intended to preserve the privacy and safety of all room occupants. 
Student’s initials: ________________ Parent’s initials: _________________ 
 
9.  AHS Band members will not enter the hotel rooms of anyone of the opposite sex, nor will they allow anyone of the opposite sex 
to enter their rooms.  Even the most innocent and forthright interaction among girls and boys in hotel rooms invites criticism and 
creates unnecessary distraction, and therefore will not be permitted. 
Student’s initials: ________________ Parent’s initials: _________________ 
 
10.  During the course of a hotel stay, you may encounter groups and individuals outside of our direct authority who may be 
unsupervised and who may engage in behavior that would violate this Code of Conduct.  Do not be influenced or persuaded to 
engage in any behavior which is in conflict with the spirit of this Code of Conduct. 
Student’s initials: ________________ Parent’s initials: _________________ 
 
11.  Students must remain reasonably quiet at all times when in a hotel/motel. This extends to movement in the halls or other public 
areas of the hotel as well as when in your room. 
Student’s initials: ________________ Parent’s initials: _________________ 
 
12.  Curfews will be strictly observed. Any personal needs which might require leaving your room after curfew must be arranged in 
advance with a chaperone or adult sponsor.  Leaving your room FOR ANY REASON after curfew and before it expires each 
morning is prohibited.  ANY VIOLATION WILL BE HANDLED ON AN ADMINISTRATIVE LEVEL WHEN WE RETURN TO AHS. 
Student’s initials: ________________ Parent’s initials: __________________ 
 
12.  Profanity and profane behavior will not be tolerated. The AHS Code of Conduct applies regarding any consequences. 
Student’s initials: _________________ Parent’s initials: _________________ 
 
13.  Each AHS Band member is responsible for all his/her own equipment and personal items (triple check for uniform parts, extra 
reeds, valve oil, mutes, etc.). However, we all must share in logistical responsibilities as needed. We may all be called upon to act 
as custodians, equipment movers, stagehands, etc. No questions!  Perform the duties asked of you. 
Student’s initials: _________________ Parent’s initials: _________________ 

 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND ACCEPTANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY 
 
My child, a member of the AHS School Band, and I acknowledge that we have reviewed the above requirements and 
accept and agree to abide by all rules and conditions.  It is understood that this is not a comprehensive set of 
expectations and that additional directives from the director (including designees and adult chaperones), both written 
and verbal, are to be followed as well.  We further understand that any violation of this agreement, either as stated or 
as implied, will result in administrative intervention at the school or district level and may result in my child’s dismissal 
from the group and early transport home at my expense. 
 
Signed,       Signed, 
 
__________________________________   ______________________________________ 
AHS Band Parent/Guardian     AHS Band Member 
 
__________________________________   ______________________________________ 
Date       Date 
 
______________________________________ 
Student’s name (Printed) 

 



 
 
STUDENT AND PARENT 
INFORMATION 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 
 
2010-2011 
AHS MIGHTY BULLDOG BAND 
HANDBOOK INFORMATION 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
I have reviewed the content of the AHS Band Handbook and am aware of the policies and 
responsibilities of band membership and support. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Student name (printed) and phone number 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Student signature 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent name (printed) and phone number 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent signature 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Date 



 
2010-2011 
AHS MIGHTY BULLDOG BAND 
UNIFORM AGREEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
I have read/been informed of my student's responsibilities in the care of his or her uniform as 
explained in the AHS Band Handbook and agree to abide by those policies when issued a band 
uniform. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Student name/phone number 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent name/phone number 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent signature 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2010-2011 Attendance/Absence Excuse Form 
 
Request for an Excused Absence—AHS Band  
 
This form must be completed and turned in two weeks in advance of any anticipated  
absence by a band student (excluding emergencies).  
 
 
Student’s Name _____________________________________ Today’s Date: __________  
 
 
Date of anticipated absence or tardy: ___________________________  
 
 
Reason for absence or tardy: __________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________  
 
_________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________  
 
Please be specific!  Enough information must be given in order to determine if the  
absence may or may not be excused.  
 
We understand that the absence is not guaranteed as being excused just by filling  
out this form.  We also understand that it is our responsibility to receive information  
about possible make-up assignments.  
 
 
_______________________ _____________________________________ 
Parent’s Signature    Student’s Signature  
 
To be filled out by director:  
___ EXCUSED ___ UNEXCUSED  
 
 
______________________________________________  
Director’s Signature/Date 



APS Permission Form:  see link on website— 
 
http://ahsmightybulldogband.org/uploads/APS-49.pdf 


